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A. Claims 13-32 Are Allowable Over The Cited Art 

1. Claims 13-19, 21-23, 26-29 And 32 
Are Not Anticipated By Sumer et al. 

Claim 1 3 requires a housing to include a connection area configured to be at least 
partially accessible from outside of the housing and a housing cover that includes a first hood 
and a cover portion. The first hood has push through openings and at least one attachment 
mechanism. The cover portion has at least one clip connection mechanism sized and configured 
to releasably retain the at least one attachment mechanism of the first hood. The housing also 
includes a base housing part and a printed circuit board arranged between the base housing part 
and the cover portion. The printed circuit board has an extension area, comprised of at least one 
first plug in device for a first extension printed circuit board, The cover portion is configured to 
releasably attach to the base housing part and is configured to clamp at least a portion of the 
printed circuit board against the base housing part when the cover portion is attached to the base 
housing part. The first hood is only releasable from the cover portion after the at least one 
attachment mechanism and at least one clip connection mechanism are interlocked by use of a 
tool. Claims 14-32 depend directly or indirectly from claim 13 and therefore also contain the 
limitations of claim 13, 

a, Sumer et al Do Not Teach Or Suggest Push Through Openings 

The Examiner contends that Sumer et al. disclose a push through opening at element 108, 
However, this opening is not a push through opening. Opening 108 is merely an access opening 
and is always open. There is no pushing through required to create that opening. Sumer et al. 
fail to teach or suggest the push through opening as required by claim 13 or the claims that 
depend from claim 13. 
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An example of a push through opening is breakout parts shown in Figure 3 and taught in 
paragraph 20 of the specification. The breakout parts may be broken out by pushing on the 
breakout. Paragraph 1 1 of the specification also teaches such openings. 

Access opening 108 is not a push through opening or openings. It is only one opening 
and it is not a push through opening. Therefore, at least this element of the pending claims is not 
taught or suggested by Sumer et al. 

b. Sumer et al. Do Not Teach Or Suggest Plug In Devices 

The Examine reads Sumer et al. as disclosing plug in devices at elements 147, 149 and 
151 . However, as Sumer et al, make clear, these elements are plugs, not plug-in devices. Plugs 
are not plug in devices. Plug in devices are devices configured to receive extension boards. This 
is made clear by the explicit text of claim 13, which states that "at least one first plug in device 
for a first extension printed circuit board." This is also clear from the specification, which 
teaches that "Extension circuit boards are plugged into the plug-in devices 23." 

The plugs 147, 149 and 151 are not for receiving extension printed circuit boards. 
Indeed, as taught by Sumer et al., circuit boards 146, 148 and 150 are all integral to each other. 
Specifically, the boards are part of an "integrated access device 145". (Col. 5, lines 1-5). Plugs 
1 47, 149 and 1 5 1 of Sumer et al. are configured to connect to jacks 126 or terminal strip 1 1 8 via 
wires 131 (See e.g. Figure 2). 

Sumer et al do not teach or suggest any plug in device for an extension circuit board. 
Indeed, as Sumer et al. teach, boards 146, 148 and 150 are all one device. There are no extension 
boards attached to board 146. 
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c. Sumer et al. Do Not Teach Interlocking By Use Of A Tool 

The pending claims require the first hood to only be releasable from the cover portion 
after the at least one attachment mechanism and at least one clip connection mechanism are 
interlocked by use of a tool. In the Office Action, the Examiner contends that Sumer et al 
disclose such a device because a finger is required to unlatch a cover in Sumer et al But, a 
finger is not a tool. 

Indeed, Sumer et al. specifically teach that latch 104 "enables cover 102 to be opened 
without a tool." (Col. 3, lines 33-34). A tool is something other than a human body part. For 
example, the definition of tool is "a handheld device that aids in accomplishing a task." 
Merriam- Webster's Online Dictionary, available at http://www.merriam- 
webster.com/dictionary/tool. As is clear from the ordinary meaning of the term "tool" and 
Sumer et al., a human finger is not a tool and cannot read on the tool limitation recited in claim 
13. 

In fact, Sumer et al. teach away from requiring a cover to be released via use of a tool. 
(Col. 3, lines 33-34). Sumer et al. do not teach or suggest the use of a first hood to only be 
releasable from the cover portion after the at least one attachment mechanism and at least one 
clip connection mechanism are interlocked by use of a tool. 

Sumer et al. fail to teach or suggest numerous limitations found within the pending 
claims. Therefore, Sumer et al. cannot anticipate these claims. Indeed, Sumer et al. teach away 
from the pending claims. For at least the above reasons, the rejection of the pending claims 
should be withdrawn. 
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2. Claims 17 and 18 Are Not Anticipated By Sumer et al. 

Claims 17 and 18 depend from claim 13 and are therefore allowable because claim 13 is 
allowable. Moreover, claims 17 and 18 include additional limitations that are not taught by 
Sumer et al. Claims 17 and 1 8 require "the printed circuit board includes a second plug-in 
device that establishes an electrical connection with a second extension printed circuit board." 
Sumer et al. do not teach such a plug in device. 

The Examiner contends that plugs 149, 151 establish a connection with an extension 
board 150. To the contrary, circuit boards 146, 148 and 150 are all part of "an integrated access 
device (IAD) 145." (Col. 5, lines 1-4). The plugs 147, 149 and 151 are not for extension circuit 
boards. To the contrary, the plugs 1 47, 1 49 and 1 5 1 are for wires 1 3 1 to connect the boards to 
other elements, such as jacks 126. The plugs 147, 149 and 151 are not for any extension boards, 

B. Claims 20, 24-25, And 30-31 Are Allowable 

Claims 20, 24-25 and 30-31 depend directly or indirectly from claim 13. These claims 
are allowable at least because claim 13 is allowable. 
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